VACLAV
IJTVAN  _

VAN

! \‘ ‘ A 4’"/" J
wges:

dpuei

VODA,
VELKY
A MALY
VU7



Vzduch, voda,
Velky a Maly vuz

Tea Kriz

S Vaclavem Litvanem (*1983) jsem se
poprvé setkala pti vystavé v Usti nad
Labem, kterou pripravil spole¢né se
svou tehdejsi partnerkou a dnes manzel-
kou Annou Hulacovou. Tehdy student,
nyni absolvent Ateliéru intermedidlni
tvorby na Akademii vytvarnych umé-
ni v Praze. Byl rok 2010 a §lo o dialo-
govou vystavu v galerii NF u Ludka
Proska, kde mé uz tehdy zaujala Litva-
nova jednoduchost, duchampovska
primocarost a konceptualni uvazovani.
Jeho aktudlni sochaiskd vystava s
nazvem Vzduch, voda, Velky a Maly viiz
vychdzi z nalezenych predméti, které
podrobuje formalni i vyznamové prepara-
ci. Princip ready-made posouva smérem
k hledani esence objektu — od fyzického
ndlezu pies jeho kulturni kontext az po
jeho idedlni podobu. Téma opotiebent,
nutnosti a neviditelnosti kazdodennich
véci, ¢asto s pridavkem osobnich piibéh,
pretvaii do reliéfnich modifikaci, kte-
ré zkoumaji vztah mezi objektem, jeho
zobrazenim a vyznamem. Fascinuje mé
samotna recyklace a moznost nahlizet
na obycejné véci jinak — s novym pribé-
hem a novym posldnim. V jejich kfehké
preméné se ozyva i nenapadné ekologické

I first met Vaclav Litvan (b. 1983) at an
exhibition in Usti nad Labem, which he
organized together with Anna Hulacova,
his then partner and now wife. At the
time, he was a student, now a graduate of
the Intermedia Studio at the Academy of
Fine Arts in Prague. It was 2010, and it was
a dialogue exhibition at the NF gallery
by Ludék Prosek, where I was already
struck by Litvan’s simplicity, Duchamp-li-
ke directness, and conceptual thinking.
His current sculpture exhibition,
entitled Vzduch, voda, Velky a Maly viiz, is
based on found objects which he subjects
to formal and semantic preparation. He
shifts the ready-made principle towards
a search for the object’s essence, from
the physical find through its cultural
context to its ideal form. He transforms
the theme of wear-and-tear, necessity,
and invisibility of everyday things, often
with the addition of personal stories, into
relief modifications exploring the relati-
onship between the object, its represen-
tation, and its meaning. I am fascinated
by recycling itself and the possibility of
looking at ordinary things differently:
with a new story and a new mission. Their
fragile transformation also echoes an



volani po zakladnich zivlech. Nebot bez
vody a vzduchu neni Zem¢, a bez nich
se nerozzariani vesmir s hvézdami.

Pred par dny jsem docetla knizku Na
Zemi jsme na okamzik nadherni od auto-
ra Ocean Vuong, kde krdsné vystihuje

slavného modernistu Marcela Duchampa.

Pise: ,Mam ted na mysli Duchampa, tu jeho
nechvalné proslavenou ,sochu’. Jak tim, Ze
otocil vzhiiru nohama pisodr, tedy objem

s jasnym trvalym ticelem, dokdzal radika-
lizovat jeho vnimadni. A kdyz své dilo jesté

k tomu nazval Fontana, zbavil tak dany
predmét zamyslené identity a poskytnul mu
novy, naprosto odlisny tvar. Kviili tomu ho
nenavidim. Nenavidim ho, protoze dokd-
zal, Ze celd existence se da zménit pouhym
obrdacenim dané véci vzhiiru nohama, ¢imz
Jjeji pojmenovani dostane novy rozmér, a ze
k tomu nent potreba nic vic nez gravitace,
tedy sily, kterd nds vézni na téhle zemi."

A presné o tomto je vystava Viclava
Litvana, Vzduch, voda, Velky a Maly viiz.
Kazda z véci mize zménit trajektorii
a napsat novy prib¢h, a diky této vystave
a o¢ima autora zde mate unikdtni navod.

1
VUONG, O.: Na Zemi jsme na okamZik nadherni,
Vysehrad, 2024. 5.179.

inconspicuous ecological call for the basic
elements. For without water and air, there
is no Earth, and without them, even the
universe with its stars would not shine.
A few days ago, I finished reading On
Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean
Vuong, where he beautifully captures
the famous modernist Marcel Duchamp.
He writes: “T'm thinking now of Duchamp,
his infamous “sculpture.” How by turning
a urinal, an object of stable and perma-
nent utility, upside down, he radicalized its
reception. By further naming it Fountain,
he divested the object of its intended iden-
tity, rendering it with an unrecognizable
new form. I hate him for this. I hate how he
proved that the entire existence of a thing
could be changed simply by flipping it over,
revealing a new angle to its name, an act
completed by nothing else but gravity, the
very force that traps us on this earth.”
And so is the exhibition of Vaclav
Litvan, Vzduch, voda, Velky a Maly viiz.
Each thing can change its trajectory and
write a new story. The author’s perspec-
tive offers a unique manual to do so.

1
VUONG, O.: On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous,
Penguin Press, 2019. p. 161-162.

Voda, MDF, 2025

‘Water, MDF, 2025
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Maly vz, gumokamen, karka, 2025 Little Dipper, rubber-stone, cart, 2025 Duse opousti télo, gumokamen, 2025 The Soul Leaves the Body, rubber-stone, 2025
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Vzduch, kov, 2025 Air, metal, 2025
Krmeni, kamenina, 2024 Feeding, stoneware, 2024 Velky viz, gumokamen, ram kola, 2025 Big Dipper, rubber-stone, bicycle frame, 2025
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Vzduch, MDF, 2024 Air, MDF, 2024




Vzduch 2, keramika, 2024 Air 2, ceramics, 2024 Vzduch 2, keramika, 2024 Air 2, ceramics, 2024
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